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Organising an evening about education
in your church is a great way to inspire
people to pray, get involved and
support different aspects of the world
of education. You'll have a huge
potential audience amongst your
congregation — teachers, students,
pupils, parents, governors, teaching
assistants, other support staff, schools
workers, children’s workers,
grandparents and so on. Select from
the ideas here to put together an
evening that suits your church and the
angle that you want to take.

Deciding on a theme

There are lots of different angles that
you could include in an evening like
this. Gather together a small group of
interested people to help you plan the
evening and decide jointly what your
emphasis will be. An evening like this is
a great opportunity to launch a new
initiative to support local schools or to
canvas opinion about the ways in which
your church could be more involved.
Possible themes are:

e Supporting Christian teachers
and encouraging people to
consider teaching as a career

e Highlighting and strengthening
the links that the church already
has with education

e Praying for local schools and for
education issues in general

e Launching a new ‘prayer for
schools’ group or other initiative

You could also explore the main themes
of the Transforming Lives DVD —
exploring vocation, letting our faith
transform our teaching and work, and
being a Christian teacher in a
multicultural society.

www.transforminglives.org.uk

Setting the scene

School photo quiz

Get people currently involved in
education to bring photos of
themselves as children in school
uniform. Classic school photo
shots would be ideal. Put these
up on the walls or boards
around the room, and as people
drink coffee before the evening
starts, invite them to guess
which photo belongs to which
person. Or scan in the photos
and use a laptop and data
projector to show them on a
screen at the start of the
evening. To make it easier, give
out a list of all those who have
brought photos. This could lead
into an interview with someone
about their own school days and
the reasons why they got
involved in the world of
education.

Pupils talking about teachers
Invite three or four pupils of
different ages to talk about the
teachers that have inspired or
encouraged them in their school
life. You could video these in
advance if you have someone in
your church with the technical
know-how.
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e A good teacheris. ..
Use one of the clips on the DVD
where pupils talk about their
view of teachers. In Secondary
pupils — a good teacher is . . .
pupils from Babington
Community Technology College
in Leicester give their opinions
about what makes a good
teacher. Show this clip and
invite people to discuss in
groups what they think makes a
good teacher. In Primary pupils
— a teacher is . . . pupils from St
Matthews Bloxam School, Rugby
recite kennings that they have
made up about teachers. A
kenning is an Anglo-Saxon form
of poetry that describes
something without using its
name, usually with two
descriptive words. So a teacher
is a ‘confidence-creator’ and an
‘advice-bearer’. Invite people to
make up kennings of their own
that express their experience of
teachers.

Quiz on childhood?

Use this quiz to highlight the challenges
and opportunities that children and
young people face in our society. (The
correct answer in each case is given in
bold.)

1) The UK is the fifth richest country in
the world, but how many children live
below the poverty line?

a) 1.2 million

b) 2.5 million

c) 3.4 million

2) In 1971, the infant mortality rate in
the UK was 17 deaths per 1,000 live
births. What is it today?

a) zero

b) five

c) 12

! Statistics from Independent on Sunday
17 June 2007.
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3) In the 1980s, the average age for
depression to strike was 30. It is now
18. TRUE or FALSE?

FALSE. It is 14.

4) Thirty years ago, the annual toll of
child murders in the UK was 79. What
is the figure today?

a) Far less

b) almost the same

C) more

5) In 1976, 668 under 15-year-olds
were Killed in accidents in the UK. In
2004 it was:

a) 166

b) 672

c) 1,232

6) What percentage of eight to 15-
years-olds has their own mobile phone?
a) 47 per cent

b) 65 per cent

¢) 83 per cent

7) In 1971, 8 per cent of young people
lived in one-parent families. What
percentage live in one-parent families
today?

a) the same

b) double — 16 per cent

c) triple — 24 per cent

8) In 1997, 45 per cent of school
children got five A*-C grades at GCSE.
What percentage got five A*-C grades
in 20067

a) 48 per cent

b) 53 per cent

c) 58 per cent

Statistics like these paint a mixed
picture of childhood. In some ways
children are safer, and have more
opportunities than in the past. But they
are also more likely to suffer from
mental health problems, are given less
freedom and responsibility, are more
likely to experience family breakdown
and can be demonised in the media.
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In February 2007 British children were e Give a short talk

bottom in a UNICEF survey of the world’s Use the sermon ideas in the
wealthiest nations. In spite of living in the church service material to put
fifth richest nation in the world, children in together a short talk to inspire
the UK have the worst physical and and challenge people. If you
emotional well being of the 21 nations who have already done a service on
were included. Make the point that there is education, this evening could
a pressing need for Christians to be able to develop the themes further.

influence, nurture and care for the younger
generation. And what better place to do that
than in school? Responding to the need

e Prayer stations

Set up prayer stations on local
schools around the room. You
don’t want this to be at all
competitive — schools have
enough of that already — so
suggest a standard format for
each station. For example:

e Include an item of school
uniform, for example a
school tie or sweatshirt.

¢ Have names and photos
of people from the
church who are

Outlining the opportunities connected with that
and the challenge school.
e Highlight a current issue
e DVD clips that is affecting all
Use clips from the DVD to inform schools and how that
people about the opportunities that school is tackling it —
there are in schools. There are teachers will be able to
details of each clip in the church offer advice on this.
service material in this Toolkit. ¢ Include an item to give
praise and thanks for.
¢ Interview people involved in e Include a challenge or
education new development that
Throughout the evening you could do the school faces. Again,
brief interviews with people involved ask teachers or people
in education that highlight some of involved with the school
the challenges and opportunities. to suggest ideas.
Choose a variety of people to show
the breadth of involvement that your People can spend 10 to 15
church has — a teacher, a governor, minutes during the evening
a teaching assistant, a pupil, a walking round the stations and
parent, a local schools’ worker. You praying for the schools.
could use some of the cartoons Combine this with prayer for
provided with this Toolkit as a national or local initiatives in
starting point for the questions. Keep education that will affect the
these interviews short, and have a schools in your area.

different point to make with each one
to ensure that they stay interesting.

www.transforminglives.org.uk
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Start a prayer group for schools
This evening could be the launch of a
prayer group for a local school. The
Transforming Lives website has
stories of the difference that prayer
groups, (www.transforminglives.org.
uk/praying.php) have made to local
schools. You can also get ideas from
the Schools Prayer Network,
(www.schoolsprayernetwork.org.uk)
a national initiative that has groups
praying for over 2000 schools across
the UK.

Launch discussion groups on
education

Use the materials in this pack to run
groups that go deeper into some of
the issues that have been raised. The
studies are suitable for everyone, not
just teachers or those thinking of
teaching. They raise important issues
about relating our faith to our work
and the impact we can have. There
are four different sets of material —
for Bible study groups, for issues-
based groups, for students and for
young people.

www.transforminglives.org.uk

Get people praying for
teachers

Use the DVD clip that features
Rt Revd James Jones, Bishop
of Liverpool. The Bishop talks
about how teachers can open
doors in children’s lives to let
the future in. He talks about a
lady in one of his former
congregations who teamed up
with a teacher and prayed for
her and the children she
taught every day. You could
use this clip to launch a
similar idea in your own
church, having checked with
teachers that they would
welcome it.

Ten ideas for getting
involved in education

Use the PowerPoint
presentation to give people
ten quick ideas for how they
personally can get involved in
the world of education, or
how the church could get
more involved. Stress that
people need to discover what
schools actually need, and
that some of these ideas
would benefit from a few
people working together. Visit
the Transforming Lives
website for more details on
each of these ideas, or for
more inspiration about what
people can do. www.transfor
minglives.org.uk/involve.php



http://www.transforminglives.org.uk/praying.php
http://www.schoolsprayernetwork.org.uk/
http://www.transforminglives.org.uk/involve.php
http://www.transforminglives.org.uk/


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Gray Gamma 1.8)
  /CalRGBProfile (Apple RGB)
  /CalCMYKProfile (Photoshop 4 Default CMYK)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (Emulate Photoshop 4)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [595.276 841.890]
>> setpagedevice




